sorb it. ...  But it is not so easy to catch and "fix" (as the
chemists expressively call it) the volatile nitrogen!
Long ago a few but very important exceptions to what
we have just said were found in the plant world. And the
most important of these exceptions are the legumes. After
they have grown., ripened and been harvested., the soil is
found to contain not less but more nitrate compounds than
before,, the very nitrate compounds that plants need so much!
The secret of the legumes was discovered in the eighties
of the last century. The discovery was amazing. It was a
story about the friendship between a bean plant and an invisible
being.
On the rootlets of legumes tiny nodules are formed; some-
times there are so many of them, and they are arranged on
the rootlets in such a way., that they look like strings of beads.
These nodules contain bacteria. The plant feeds them
and they multiply in masses. And then it was found that they
do not remain in debt to the plant. These invisible little
friends are able to catch and fix the nitrogen in the air., and
they catch so much that there is enough for the plant-host,
and some is left over in the soil.
So that is what legumes mean for the soil!
This family does not consist solely of grasses; ceftain
wonderful trees belong to it., the very names of which seem
to reflect the flaming sun of the South: cassia and tamarind.,
the campeachy tree from which blue and black dyes are ob-
tained. The copal tree, from which is obtained the famous
resin to make lac; the carob, Brazilwood and cinnamon trees,
all the mimosas and acacias with fragrant yellow, pink and
white flowers.
Genuine acacias and mimosas are children of the tropics.
In our northern latitudes we sometimes call acacias "mimosa/1
Who has not bought and placed in their rooms these yellow
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